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SAN JOSE, Calif., December 14, 2009 —

a new exhibition opening at the San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles
February 16, 2010, is a retrospective of the richly productive 40-year career of
San Francisco Bay Area fiber artist Joan Schulze. The exhibit showcases
Schulze’s impressive body of work from her early quilts to her most recent fiber
collages composed of layers of images, texture and color. The opening reception,
free with admission, is Sunday, February 21, 2:00-4:00pm.

Schulze’s work has been widely exhibited and collected in the U.S.,
Europe and Asia-Pacific. She applies the collage aesthetic in masterful ways and
is known for her innovative use of technology in the production of her works
including the photocopy machine and the provocative techniques that she
developed to get her images onto fabric. Schulze uses both found images from
magazines and her own photography and transforms them in a multitude of ways.
She is also a painter on cloth and with the spirited stroke of her brush has
developed complex and interesting textures.

Color and texture are two prominent and unifying elements of her work.
Texture abounds and comes from the multitude of ways that she creates tactile
qualities with painting, printing, combining different fabrics or silk papers,
tearing, and drawing with thread. Her images run the gamut from architecture
and interiors, to human faces and watch faces, to nature and the unnatural and
unexpected. It is an imaginative juxtaposition of contrasting or similar images
that she places with supreme intention.

As both a poet and an artist, Schulze has a similar aesthetic sensibility in
both these forms; both are multi-faceted compositions of layers of imagery and
suggestion. Like poetry, that can gain new meaning with each reading, Schulze’s
work demands a second and third look to be fully appreciated. The surface of her
work is intriguing and beautiful, but beneath the surface the work is rich with

imagery, symbolism, and emotion.
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“Schulze is a prolific artist and has a commanding and passionate relationship with her art making,”
notes Museum Curator Deborah Corsini. “Her work is ever-evolving in terms of the subject matter and
inspiration. She pursues new ideas with a curiosity and self-assuredness from years of creative doing. Like
poetry, her work is process-oriented and well-crafted.” will be on view
through May 9, 2010.
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, February 21, 2010, 1- 2 pm, $15, $10 members and
students. Tickets available at www.sjguiltmuseum.org/calendar or call 408.971.0323 x14.

1 o $ % February 21, 2010, 2:30 pm. Part of opening reception; free with
Museum admission; no reservation required.

& b C ) % # O *Y% , explores uncommon ways to think about
designing quilts and other fiber art. March 13-14, 2010, 10 am-4 pm each day, $220 for the two days, including
materials, $200 members. Reservations available at www.sjquiltmuseum.org/calendar or call 408.971.0323 x14.

San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles was the first museum in the United States dedicated to quilts and
textiles as an art form. In 2005 San Jose Mercury News named the Museum one of the top 10 attractions in San
Jose. Museum and Museum Store hours are: 10:00am-5:00pm Tuesday through Sunday; closed Mondays and
major holidays. Admission is $8.00 general; $6.50 students and seniors; and free to museum members and
children under 13. Admission is free on the first Friday of each month. The San Jose Museum of Quilts &
Textiles is located at 520 South First Street in downtown San Jose. For more information, call 408-971-0323 or

visit www.sjquiltmuseum.org.

These exhibitions and related programs are funded in part by Carmen M. Christensen; Silicon Valley
Community Foundation; the David and Lucile Packard Foundation; Arts Council Silicon Valley in partnership
with the County of Santa Clara and the National Endowment for the Arts; the City of San Jose; Adobe Systems
Incorporated; East Bay Heritage Quilters; and the Santa Clara Valley Quilt Association.
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Editor’s Note:

For available images go to: www.sjquiltmuseum.org/primg_spring10 or request via email at

pr@sjquiltmuseum.org



